
Including the challenge 

zone when and how to use 

quotes w/in quotes 



The questions are: how to 

you cite and punctuate 

various passages? 



ONLY the author’s last name and page # go 

in the ( ) citation. 

 

 (Orwell 23). 



 If the quoted material ENDS in a period, do 
NOT put a period before the end of the 
quote.    

 

“I will work harder” (Orwell 50). 

 

 If the quoted material ends w/ a ! Or ? You 
DO put the ! OR ? at the end of the quote  

    

“Comrades are birds our enemies or 
friends?” (Orwell 23). 



   If you take a passage word for word from 

the text even if it wasn’t in quotes, then you 

need “  “  

 

 If you are quoting a passage that was in 

quotes, you use regular quotes “  “ 

 

“I will work harder” (Orwell 50). 



IF you have quotes inside of quotes,  

 

 the inside set is single quotes ‘I love you’ and  

 

 the rest of the passage would be in regular 

quotes. “   ”    

 

 EXAMPLE:  “She screamed at Reverend Taylor. 

‘Preach it.  I say, preach it’”(Angelou 39). 

 

 

 



What citation is correct? (good and bad examples) 

 

 A) “I will work harder” (George Orwell 12). 

 

 B) “I will work harder.” (Orwell 12). 

 

 C) “I will work harder” (Boxer 12). 

 

D) “I will work harder” (Orwell 12). 

 

 

 

 

 



Which one is correct? (good and bad examples)  

 

 A) “Do you want Jones to come back” (Orwell 120)? 
 

 B) “You don’t want Jones to come back” (Orwell 
120)! 
 

 C) “I will work harder.” (Orwell 23). 
 
 

 D) “Do you want Jones to come back?” (Orwell 
120). 



 From our prior example we know that even if 

a passage was in quotes in the primary text, 

we still just use regular quotes. 

 

 “I will work harder” (Orwell 12). 

 

  So when do we use singular quotes? 

 

(We’ll practice together on the next slide.) 



 

What would we do if we wanted to quote the 

ENTIRE passage and NOT just the part that 

was already in quotes? 

 

Boxer repeated, “I will work harder!” 

 

 



Which one is correct? (good and bad examples)  

 

 A)“Boxer declared, “Napoleon is always 

right!” (Orwell 127). 

 

 B) “Boxer declared, ‘Napoleon is always 

right” (Orwell 127). 

 

 C) “Boxer declared, ‘Napoleon is always 

right’ ” (Orwell 127). 



 “Boxer declared, “Napoleon is always right!” 

(Orwell 127).  

 

 “Boxer declared, ‘Napoleon is always right” 

(Orwell 127).    

 

 “Boxer declared, ‘Napoleon is always right’ ” 

(Orwell 127).   CORRECT 

 



 In small groups you will work on a small 

group activity where you will provide proper 

quoting and citations for various passages. 

 

Hints: 

  Be aware of end punctuation rules as well as 

when and how to use single quotes. 


